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Verse 55 of Surah Al-Ma’idah is one of the most prominent verses
of the Holy Quran in explaining the concept of “wilayah” that has
always been at the center of interpretive, theological, and mystical
discussions among Muslims. In the Barilowi school - which is a
branch of Sunnism with Sufi tendencies and special love for the Ahl
al-Bayt (AS) - this verse plays a fundamental role in explaining the
connection between divine, prophetic, and divine guardianship. This
study, with a descriptive-analytical approach and relying on the
works of Ahmad Reza Khan Barilowi and the commentators and
interpreters after him, explores the interpretive foundations and
documents of this school regarding the verse of wilayah. The
findings show that in the mystical view of Barilowi, the verse in
question does not simply express friendship and help for believers,
but rather indicates an inner truth that is referred to as “Wilayat al-
Kubra”; A guardianship that reflects the continuity of the light of
Muhammad (PBUH) in the existence of Imam Ali (AS) and the
perfect saints of God. Accordingly, Ahmad Reza Khan considers the
noble verse as the connecting link between prophethood, imamate,
and mystical guardianship, and considers it a Quranic witness to the
continuity of divine grace in the existential levels of perfect humans.
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