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This study examines the apparent semantic-contextual tension
between two Qur’anic expressions: “Allah is the Creator of all
things” (al-Zumar 39:62) and “the Best of creators” (al-Saffat
37:125). The source of this problem lies in the assumption that
the comprehensive scope of divine creatorship in al-Zumar is
incompatible with the attribution of the title “creators” in al-
Saffat. Employing an analytical-critical method and drawing
on contextual, semantic, and exegetical analysis, the present
study investigates the usage of the term khalg in the two
verses. To this end, the study first explains the formulation of
the objection and its main presupposition, namely the
assumption that khalq carries the same meaning in both verses.
It then analyzes the meaning of this term within the Qur anic
lexical network, the immediate context of the verses, the type
of discourse, and its relation to divine and non-divine agency.
The findings show that khalq in al-Zumar refers to God’s
independent, all-encompassing, and ontologically sustaining
creatorship. By contrast, the expression “the Best of creators”
in al-Saffat occurs within the context of the Prophet Elijah’s
argument against the worshippers of Baal and does not imply
the acceptance of independent creators alongside God.
Accordingly, the alleged contradiction does not arise from the
text of the verses themselves, but from conflating two distinct
levels of signification. The study concludes that the
comprehensive scope of divine creatorship is not incompatible
with the non-independent attribution of khalq to derivative
agents; the two verses do not operate on the same level of
meaning and implication .
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