Interdisciplinary Studies of
~ the Quran and Theology |

\niversity)

The conceptual evolution of ijtihad in interpretation under the influence of
theological discourses of the second and third centuries AH

Amineh Firouzsangari!, Mohammad Mahdi Ajilian Mafogh?*

! Master's degree in Quran and Hadith Sciences, Shiraz, Iran.
2 Assistant Professor, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran.

Article information

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Paper

KEYWORDS:
interpretive ijtihad,
conceptual evolution of
ijtihad, theological
schools, second and third
centuries AH, interaction
of reason and narration.

Received: 2026/06/02
Accepted: 2026/07/20

*Corresponding author:

majilian@shirazu.ac.ir

How to cite this paper:

Firouzsangari, A., Ajilian
Mafogh, M.M. (2026). The
conceptual
ijjtthad  in
under the

evolution of
interpretation
influence of
theological discourses of
the second and third
centuries AH.
Interdisciplinary Studies of
the Quran and Theology.
3(2): 109-132.

The present study uses a descriptive-analytical method to examine
the conceptual evolution of ijtihad in the interpretation of the
Quran in the second and third centuries AH, influenced by
theological discourses. In the first century, ijtihad was a personal
and non-institutional process based on direct understanding of the
text and tradition. In the second and third centuries, the Mu'tazilite
(extreme rationalism), Ahle Hadith (textualism), Imamiyyah
(Imam-centered), and Sufi (esotericism) theological schools,
respectively, caused fundamental changes in the epistemological
frameworks, methodology, and goal of interpretation. These
developments occurred in four main axes: a change in the goal of
jjtihad from discovering the divine intention to confirming
scholastic principles, a change in epistemological sources with the
independence of reason alongside narration, a methodological
change with the formation of interpretive rules and externalism,
and the transfer of interpretive authority from individuals to
schools. The consequence of these changes was, on the one hand,
the methodological enrichment and institutionalization of
interpretation, and, on the other hand, the deviation of ijtihad from
the main path and its transformation into a tool for consolidating
theological assumptions. Thus, this period left behind a complex
legacy of the confrontation between reason and tradition, which
included both valuable methodological achievements and such
disasters as interpretation by opinion and the imposition of
scholastic prejudices on the text of the Quran.
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