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The Quran explains the position of angels and devils (including both
jinn and human devils) in the arcs of descent and ascent. Since
philosophers in every era have been influenced by the religious
cultural approaches of their society, Suhrawardi and Mulla Sadra, as
representatives of Islamic philosophers, have also expressed views on
understanding the Quranic position of angels and devils. Suhrawardi
considers the position of angels to be examinable in both arcs of
descent and ascent, and although he does not speak of the existence of
devils in the arc of descent, according to his division of worlds into
two parts—luminous and dark—and the application of the luminous
world to the world of intellects (the world of angels), it can be inferred
that his dark world would be the world of celestial spheres. And just
as the body causes darkness and veiling, the devil also causes a veil
between humans and the world of intellects, distancing humans from
attaining truth. In Mulla Sadra's view, however, in addition to
considering the position of angels in both arcs of descent and ascent,
in line with the verses, he also discusses the position of devils in both
the arc of descent and the arc of ascent. The main concern of the
present research is, on one hand, the apparent contradiction in
Suhrawardi's view, and on the other hand, the conformity of Mulla
Sadra's view with divine verses; whereas with further reflection on the
philosophical foundations of these two philosophers, and examining
the influence of these foundations on their views regarding the
position of angels and devils, such an interpretation is not acceptable,
at least for Suhrawardi, because the Quranic approach and
understanding of Suhrawardi and Mulla Sadra in this regard can be
considered identical.
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