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This study conducts a semiotic analysis of the concepts of
felicity (sa‘ada) and misery (shagawa) in the Qur’an using
Algirdas Julien Greimas’s framework (semiotic square,
actantial model, generative trajectory of meaning). Examining
selected verses (Q. 2:38, 7:23, 39:8, 91:7-10), the study
demonstrates that felicity and misery, as fundamental
oppositional values, form the ethical and spiritual framework
of the Qur’an. The semiotic square revealed the oppositional
and complementary relations between guidance, piety, and
mercy (felicity) and misguidance, corruption, and ingratitude
(misery). The actantial model highlighted the roles of actants
(God, human, Satan) and key actions (repentance,
supplication, disobedience) in realizing these values. The
generative trajectory of meaning underscored the coherence
across deep, narrative, and discursive layers. By integrating
Western semiotics with Islamic rhetoric, this study offers a
novel perspective on Qur’anic studies, with applications for
education, exegesis, and intercultural dialogue. Limitations of
the semiotic approach, such as the potential oversimplification
of mystical dimensions, were addressed, and future research
combining semiotics with traditional exegesis was
recommended.
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